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From the President... 


| tis really true! The official ground- 
breaking ceremony took place on Satur- 
day, June 22, 1985. This signals the beginn: 
ing of the construction program. I'm sure 
you share in the excitement we experience 
at the College. We continue to be amazed 
at the way the Lord blesses us in this very 
important project. You, our supporters, are 
coming through with your donations and 
investments. So far we have received a total 
amount of one and a half million dollars in 
donations and pledges. R.R.S.P. pledges 
and Bonds have reached a commitment of 
over one million dollars. At the Annual 
Meeting we decided to take a step forward 
in faith and start building, even though 
“only” one million dollars was available to 
us. One million dollars is a lot of money 
‘and we are extremely grateful to have it, 
but if a planned project costs thirteen 
million dollars then one million dollars is 
just a small beginning. 

The completion of the campus develop- 
ment program will only be possible if we 
together proceed in complete dependence 
an the Lord. The words of Psalm 127 apply 
well to our situation, “Unless the Lord 


pe 
With God's hele we are confident of suc- 
cess. May we always be mindful of the goal 
—the glory of God. With His help we are 
confident of success, Please pray that we 


‘build the house, thase who build it labour 








may receive wisdom and insight as well as 
trust and courage to walk hand in hand 
with the Lord. 

You do understand that the summer 
months are always difficult months for all 
Christian organizations. If you have a mo- 
ment we would ask you to fill out the 
R.R.S.P. brochure or otherwise write us a 
note if you require additional [prespation 


to time: 


Rev. H.R. DeBolster 
President 
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Chris Ward, Liberal MPP for Wentworth North fan 
commoned cobmet candidate) brings greetings on behalf of 
the eee Roverimnerit. 
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T he winds howled. The sky was packed 
with black, threatening clouds. And 
exactly at 2:00 p.m., the rains came. It was 
time for “Plan B."’ 

Because of the rain, thase present could 
not proceed to the campus site, so the sod 
was brought to the people. Redeemer Col- 
lege custodian Peter Hoogendam and stu- 
dent Peter Tuininga went to the campus 
site in the pouring rain, and returned to the 
large auditorium at the Ancaster 
Fairgrounds with a bushel basket full of 
earth, covered appropriately of course with 
a piece of sod. 

A large crowd, representing the broader 
Redeemer College “family” from all across 
Ontario gathered together to witness the of- 
ficial groundbreaking ceremony which 
signals the beginning of construction for the 
new Redeemer College campus. 

They were joined by various dignitaries 
and special guests, representing the 
church, Christian and public education, 
and local, regional and provincial govern- 
ments. 

The happiest news of the day was shared 
by Board Chairman, Nicolaas van Duyven- 
-dyk, He told the audience that just the day 
befare (June 21) the ear unpene 
Or Wa - li ‘ 
favorable interest rates, This line of credit 
will be used to provide “bridge” or ‘‘in- 
terim” financing for the campus construc- 
tion programs until all donations, in- 
vestments (RRSP) and loans have been 
received from members and supporters of 
Redeemer College. 

In an atmosphere of joy, excitement and 
awe, Rev, DeBolster spoke briefly on the 
words of Psalm 127. “Unless. the Lord 
builds the house, its builders labour in 
vain.” 

Rev. DeBolster recounted briefly the past 
blessings of the Lord on Redeemer College 
and reiterated the commitment of the en- 
tire Redeemer College family to proceed 
forward in faith, humility and ‘complete 
dependence on the Lorp. 0 
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ORTHODOXY and ORTHOPRAXIS 
in the Reformed Community 








Front sow, left io right: Rev. Philip Holtrop, Or. James Payton, Dr, Gordan Spykman, Dr. John Cooper, Dr, Fred 
Kiooster, Back row, left to right: Or. john Hulst, Dr. john Boh, Dr. Paul Schrotenboer, Rev, Nelson Klooshernnam, Rev. 
Raymond Sikkema, Or. Henry VanderGoot, Oy. john Vaniiyk, iMissing: OF. Cieorge Vandervelde.) 


O n Thursday evening, May 30, 1985 
over 130 people from all across 
North America gathered at Redeemer Col- 
lege tor the first Redeemer College con- 
ference, Orthodoxy and Orthopraxis in 
the Reformed Community Today. The 
conference was organized primarily 
through the efforts of Dr. John Bolt, Assis- 
tant Professor of Religion and Theology at 
Redeemer College and Redeemer College 
President, Rev. Henry R. DeBolster. 

The purpose of the meeting was outlined 
in the conference brochure. 

“One of the contributing factors to the 
tension and polarization that exists in the 
Reformed community may be that there are 
different conceptions about the very nature 
of truth itself. Is there a shift from under- 
standing Christian truth in terms of doctrine 
forthodexy) to truth as right moral and 
social action forthopraxis)? What is the cor- 
rect relationship between the two? How has 
the Christian church traditionally 
understood the concept of heresy? What is 
the extent and limit of toleration in the 
church? Js all schism or separation sin? Can 
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just a few of the over 130 Cenference registrants, 


a Reformed church be both ‘true’ and 
‘eatholic’ or ts the one inevitably sacrificed 
fo the other? Should the church consider 
itself placed in a state of confession (status 
confessionis) when it confronts social and 
moral issues such as apartheid, nuclear ar- 
mament and feminism? What does this imp- 
ly for the church's responsibility to confess 
the Reformed faith today? To help the Re- 
formed community wrestle with and come 
to greater clarity of these topics, Redeemer 
College is hosting a conference on ‘Or- 
thodoxy and Orthopraxis in the Reformed 
Community Today." " 

On Thursday evening, with Rev. 
DeBolster as chairman, the topic discussed 
was “The Changing Face of Truth.’ The 
speaker was Dr. John Cooper, Associate 


Professor of Philosophy at Calvin College 
and the respondent was Rev. Philip 


Holtrop, Assistant Professor of Religion and 
Theology at Calvin College. 

The conference continued on Friday 
morning with Dr, Al Wolters, Associate 
Professor of Religion and Theology at 












CASSETTE TAPE ORDER 


1. The Changing Face of Truth 


2. Heresy and Toleration in the Christian Church 


22 Confessing the Reformed Faith Today 


4, ls Apartheid a Heresy? 


4. The “Women in Office’ Issue: How Crucial Is It? 


b. Liberating Secession or Lamentable Schism: Can 
a Reformed Church be both ‘‘Catholic'’’ and “True’'? 


el 5.00 Cdn 
a 4.00°US 


ma Wrap-Up Meditation — Dr. J. Hulst 


TOTAL (please enclose payment) 


Please send orders to Redeemer College 
467 Beach Blvd., Hamilton, Ontario LGH 6W8 





Quantity | Price _ 


4.00 US 


5.00 Cdn 


TOTAL 





4.00 


5.00 Cdn 
4.00 US | 


5.00 Cdr 
: 4.00 WS 





5.00 Cdnl 
_|4.00 us 








Discussing the “Women in Office’ issue: Dr. George VanderVelde (Institute for Christian Studies, Toronte) and Rev. 
Melson Kloostennan (Mid-American Refonmed Seminary) with moderator Rev. K. Baker (Pastor, Hamilton Immanuel 


Christlan Reformed Church), 


The topic discussed in the morning was 
“Heresy and Toleration in the Christian 
Church."’ The speaker was Dr. John Van 
Dyk, Professor of Philosophy at Dordt Cal- 
lege and the respondent was Dr. James 
Payton who was recently appointed the 
Academic Dean at Redeemer College. 
After lunch Dr. Theodore Plantinga, 
Associate Professor of Philosophy at 
Redeemer College took over as moderator. 
Dr. Gordon Spykman, Professor of 
Religion and Theology at Calvin College 
and chairman of the Christian Reformed 
Churches Synodical Committee which 
prepared oa new ‘Contemporary 
Testimony” was the speaker, The topic 
discussed was ‘Confessing the Reformed 
Faith Today.’ The respondent was Dr. 


Fred Klooster, Professor of Systematic 


Theology at Calvin Seminary. 

The second presentation made on Friday 
afternoon was entitled, “Is Apartheid a 
Heresy?" or to put it in the words of the 
speaker, Dr. Henry Vander Goot, who js a 
Professor of Religion and Theology at 
Calvin College, “Why Apartheid is Not a 
Heresy.” The respondent to this presenta- 
tion was Dr. Paul Schrotenboer, the 
General Secretary of 
Ecumenical Synod, 

Alter supper Rev. Nelson Kloosterman, 
Associate Professor of New Testament and 
Ethics at Mid-American Reformed Seminary 
in lowa, addressed those present on the 
topic “The ‘Women in Office’ Issue: How 











the Reformed — 


Crucial Is Ht?" Dr. George Vander Velde, 
senior Member in Theology at the Institute 
for Christian Studies in Toronto was the 
respondent and Rev. Kenneth Baker, pastor 
of the Immanuel Christian Reformed 
Church in Hamilton served as moderator. 

The final presentation was entitled 
“Liberating Secession or Lamentable 
Schism: Can a Reformed Church be both 
‘Catholic’ and ‘True’?’’ was presented on 
Saturday morning by Dr. John Bolt, Assis- 
tant Professor of Religion and Theology at 
Redeemer College. The respondent to this 
particular presentation was Rev. Raymond 
Sikkema, who is pastor of the Mount 
Hamilton Christian Reformed Church. 
Redeemer College President, Rev. Henry R. 
DeBolster again served as moderator for 
this session. 

After each speaker and respondent the 
floor was open to the conference 
registrants for questions and input. Many 
took advantage of this opportunity and par- 
ticipated in the discussions. 

At the end of the conference, Dr. John 
Hulst, President of Dordt College, led par- 
ticipants ina wrap-up session, challenging 
participants to meet again and to keep talk- 
ing to each other, particularly in light of the 
different views that were represented at the 
conference. . 

Redeemer College is encouraged by the 
result of its first conference and is commit- 
ted to organizing future conferences so that 
dialogue can continue. O 





From leit to-right: Ministers Phil-S1el (London, Bethel: Ren Baker (Hamilton, Immanuel: Ralph Fluit (Thunder Bay, 





UI 


bar 
i-* 


at é 
= mh” 


& 


of Feil 


Tee 


a? 


Bethlehem); Henry Katerberg (Wellandpor); jelle Nutma (Smihville); and Jacob Kuntz (Kitchener! 
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From 
the 
faculty... 


Dr. T. Plantinga 

Dr. T. Plantinga, Associate Professor 
of Philosophy at Redeemer College, was 
born in the village of Ee in Friesland in 
1947. He immigrated with his parents to 
Winnipeg in 1951 and attended elemen- 


tary and secondary schools there. From | 


1964 to 1968 he attended Calvin Col- 
lege in Grand Rapids, Michigan and 
undertook graduate studies at Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore, the 
University of Freiburg in West Germany 
and the University of Toronto. He was 
awarded his Ph.D. in Philosophy at the 
University of Toronto in 1975. 

Dr. Plantinga and his wife Mary have 
three. children, David, Michael and 
Abigail and reside in Dundas. They are 
members of the First Christian Reformed 
Church of Hamilton, Ontario. 

Dr. Plantinga has written several 

| books, including: 
| Contending for the Faith 
Historical Understanding in the Thought 
of Wilhelm Dilthey 
Rationale for a Christian College 
Reading the Bible as‘Histary 
Wait for the Lord: Meditations on the 
Christian Life 
| Learning to Live with Evil 








Orthodoxy ns 
Orthopraxis 


by Theodore Plantinga 


M any theologians today assure us that 
orthodoxy (right doctrine} and or- 
thapraxis (right conduct) are one and the 
same. Is this really so? Should the Christian 
be identified with what he does, as ap- 
posed to what he believes and confesses? 
Critics of Christianity usually say yes, and 
then are quick to point to the inevitable gap 
between the Christian’s confession and his 
conduct. Since there is such a gap in the life 
of every Christian, it appears that all Chris- 
tians are hypocrites, peaple who fail to 
practice what they preach. 

The fear of being accused of hypocrisy 
leads many Christians to be rather subdued 
about their confession, But a mature Chris- 
tian spirituality recognizes something 
liberating and exhilarating in the very gap 
that leads to the hypocrisy charge: God's 
abounding grace gives him hope. The 
believer refuses to identify himself with his 
actions, his sins, for he confesses them to 
God and thereby puts them behind him. 
He then pledges to live by the law of God, 
which is a pledge he never fully lives up to. 
But in confessing his-sins and affirming his 
love for God's law, he moves beyond his 
sinfulness and reaches forward to take hold 
of a new and better future. “OQ how | love 
thy law! It is my meditation all the day’ 
(Psalm 119:97). The believer strains and 
does his utmost to attain that better future: 
“Let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter 
of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2). 

The Christian confession, then, is 
forward-moving in character. That's why 
the believer identifies himself with his con- 
fession, his credo, rather than his actions, 
which he leaves behind him as unneeded 
baggage. Sin and our past must be re- 
nounced: thisis part-of what we mean by 
self-denial. We transend our history of sin 
and failure as we strive to meet our solemn 
pledge and commitment. The Christian 
does not say, “lam my history, my deeds." 
Rather, he wants to be identified in terms of 





" Reserve yours now 
* Vacation Homes * 


: RENT A 
STUDENT RESIDENCE 


Features: 


® central location 


® cheap rent 


® air-conditioned 
® fully furnished 


Redeemer College is renting its fully-furnished, air-conditioned 
student residences during the summer months on a weekly basis, 


The rent is only $175.00 per week. 


Located on Frances Road, Burlington, just 1/4 mile off the 
Q.E.W., less than 1 hour's drive will get you to Toronto (C.N. Tower, 
Science Center, Canada’s Wonderland, Ontario Place) Niagara Falls 
(Marineland, etc.) or Rockton (African Lion Safari). 


Why impose on friends or relatives? Why pay for an expensive 
hotel room in Toronto, when you can rent a student residence fora 
whole week. There is room for the whole family—and privacy too! 


If you are interested in reserving a residence for your family’s 
vacation this summer, just call us. . . 


Redeemer College 
467 Beach Blvd. 
Hamilton, Ontario L8H 6W8 
(416) 549-8024 








his promise, his commitment to dedicate 
his life to Christ. 

What applies to the individual believer 
applies also to the congregations who are 
bound to one another not first of ‘all in 
ethnic or linguistic or cultural respects or 


even because they share a common history: 


their unity is confessional in nature. Together 
they confess their sin, and together they 
renew their pledge to reach forward 
toward a fuller realization of God's pro- 
mises, To say that they are confessionally 


Scholarship 
Winners 


Each year Redeemer College awards a 
$500.00 academic scholarship to each of 
the nine retuming students who have the 
highest cummulative grade point averages. 

The nine students who will receive the 
scholarship this year are: {listed in 
alphabetical order) 

cael 






Hardley, Ontario 
London District Christian Secondary School 
(2nd year student) 


Wilma Jonkman 
Wyoming, Ontario 
Lambton Christian Highschool, Samia 
(3rd year student) 





Strathroy, Ontario 
London District Christian Secondary School 
(4th year student) 


united does not mean that they all hold the 
same opinions but that they have made a 
joint commitment. That's why a worship 
service must never be conceived of as a 
situation in which a preacher entertains an 
audience; genuine congregational par- 
ticipation is essential. Worship binds the 
members of the congregation to one 
another and to their God. {Adapted from 
Contending for the Faith: Heresy and 
Apologetics, published by Paideia Press, 
1985.) ‘= 
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Beth-Anne Bakker 
St. Catharines, Ontario 

Beacon Christian Highschool, St. Catharines 

(2nd year student) 











Sylvia DeBruyne 
Union, Ontario 
London District Christian Secondary School 
(4th year student) 











Marian Kapteyn 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Public Highschool 
(4th year student) 











Margaret Moordhol 
Strathroy, Ontario 
London District Christian Secondary School 
(3rd year student) 





Bernice Rumph 
Drayton, Ontario 
Woodland Christian Highschool, Breslau 
(3rd year student) 


Marian Snyder 
Whitby, Ontario 
Public Highschool 
(3rd year student) 
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HOST and HOSTESS 


Woodstock, 


On Thursday evening, May 30, 1985, the first Redeemer host 
and hostess supper for the purpose of raising funds for the new 
campus was held in Woodstock, Ontario. 

Woodstock has a special place in the heart of Redeemer Col- 
lege. 

Before the doors of Redeemer College were opened for the 
first time in September 1982, the president and directors spent 
much time in prayer, discussion and consideration of expanding 
the membership and financial base of the College. In time a 
strategy was developed which was “grassroots” in character 
and sought to recruit as many members and supporters as possi- 
ble. At that time, Redeemer College had less than 1000 
members. 

It was decided to conduct a “trial run’ of the new strategy in 
a designated community. With the co-operation of the con- 
sistories and pastors (Rev. Henry Eshuis and Rev. Dick Los), 
Woodstock was chosen. Redeemer College felt (and continues 
to feel) that Woodstock was and is representative of the broader 
community. 

The strategy was blessed in Woodstock and was implemented 
province wide. Today Redeemer College has well over 7000 
supporters. God's people have truly responded! 

When the senior administrative group discussed possible 
fundraising strategies for the new campus, Woodstock again 
entered the picture. “Woodstock has always been very special 
to us,”’ is how Redeemer President Rev. Henry DeBolster 
described it. 

The total cost for the new campus is an incomprehensible 
amount. However, again after much prayer, discussion and con- 
sideration, a strategy was developed which Redeemer College 
believes to be responsible, workable and affordable. 

Redeemer College has decided to approach our support con- 


stituency and to ask every member, supporter and friend to donate 


an average of 5 square feet per year at $60.00 per square foot 
for 5 years. This translates into $300.00 in year one, $315.00 in 
year two, $330.00 in year three, $345.00 in year fur and 
$360.00 in year five, for a total of $1,650.00 (inflation included). 
If every one of our over 7000 members and supporters would 
participate in this program as it is described, over $10,000,000.00 
would be raised in donations for the new campus: Add to this 
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SUPPER 


Thursday, May 30, 1985 
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the RRSP and loan revenue, plus the donations already received 
and the cost of the new campus has been met. 

It was decided that rather than count on the mail for this pro- 
gram, Redeemer College would go in person to our support 
constituency. It was decided that we would try to organize host 
and hostess suppers in some 120 locations between September 
1, 1985 and May 30, 1986. 

Woodstock was again chosen for a “trial run.’ 





A host and hostess supper goes somewhat like this. A local 
supporter of Redeemer College is recruited by the College to 
organize this event in his/her local community. This person in 
turn recruits a number of host-hostesses (the number depends 
on the size of the church). These host-hostesses then invite six 
to eight people to join them for supper in the local church or 
school. Every member of the church will be invited. Usually the 
host-hostess brings the ‘“‘main dish’ while the other people at 
their table bring everything else necessary for the supper (salad, 
soup, buns, dessert, candles, etc.). It provides an excellent op- 
portunity for fellowship. 

At the end of the supper, a 15 minute slide presentation, 
which has been especially produced by Redeemer College for 
these suppers, is shown. At the end of the presentation, those 
present are asked to participate in the fundraising program by 
donating their support for year one, and pledging their support 
for years two through five. 

Redeemer College Board member Cheri Buiter of Woodstock 
was the organizer in Woodstock. With the help of a dedicated 
and hardworking group of volunteer host and hostesses, over 
150 people came to the Woodstock dinner, representing ap- 
proximately 70 families. The work was co-ordinated by 
Redeemer College Associate Development Director, Ben 
Stegeman and Assistant Development Officer Rob Duiker. 

Arend Kersten, Director of College Advancement, and his wife 
Dianne represented Redeemer College at the dinner, as did Ben 
stegeman and Rob and Fran Duiker. Rev. DeBolster, who had 
planned to attend also, was hosting the ‘Orthodoxy and Or- 
thopraxis” conference which opened the same evening. 

At the end of the evening, the results of the donations and 
pledges from those present were tabulated and announced. The 
results were very gratifying indeed. Woodstock has come 
through again! As a result of this trial run, Redeemer College is 
new convinced that the plan it has adopted is a good one. 

Thank you Woodstock! 

When a host and hostess supper is organized in your com- 
munity, will you join in? Oo 
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R.R.S.P. 


During the past several months you have been 
informed, both through ‘Reflections’ and by 
means of a brochure, about Redeemer College 
RESP’s. 

Up to 65% of the new campus can be fi- 
nanced by this means through a plan ad- 
ministered by Canada Trust. Interest rates are 
guaranteed to a maximum of 4% plus the rate 
of inflation. The interest rate is adjusted as in- 
flation goes up or down, thereby guaranteeing 
a real rate of return. 

If you are interested in participating in this 
plan or you want to know more, please re- 
spond as soon as possible (even if your RRSP 
maturity date is some months away). Construc- 
tion for the new campus has commenced and 
we need your financial commitment today. 


4941109 
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Please Respond 


TODAY 





